EMBASSY OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS
WASHINGTON, D.C.

INFORMATION BULLETIN ON ADVANCE POLL
FOR BAHAMIANS IN THE DIASPORA

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Preparations are being made for eligible Bahamian citizens to register
and to vote overseas in the upcoming Constitutional Referendum in an Advanced Poll on
Tuesday, 31st May 2016.

Persons eligible to register overseas and to enroll as overseas voters in the upcoming referendum
include:

(a) a student, or the spouse accompanying such student, pursuing a bona fide programme of
study outside of The Bahamas;

(b) a member of staff of any embassy, high commission or other foreign mission of The
Bahamas who is posted overseas, or the spouse or any immediate member of the family
living within the household of that member of staff;

(c) a public officer or a member of staff of the Ministry of Tourism or any delegation of The
Bahamas who is on official duty overseas or the spouse of such person or any immediate
member of the family living within the household of that member of staff; or

(d) a member of staff of The Bahamas Maritime Authority or any other agency of the
Government of The Bahamas or any international organization to which The Bahamas is
accredited or the spouse of such person or any immediate member of the family living
within the household of that member of staff.

Please see the Public Notice attached for additional information.

To enable all eligible persons to vote during the Advanced Poll on 31 May 2016, all registered
voters must complete the prescribed Form “J” and submit the same, in person, to the nearest
embassy/consulate in their respective jurisdictions by 5:00 p.m. (EDT) on 19 May 2016.

Eligible persons who are rot listed on the 2012 Register are encouraged to register and complete
Form “J” at the nearest embassy/consulate in their respective jurisdictions by 5:00 p.m. (EDT)
on 19 May 2016. Please note that in order for persons to register overseas who are not currently
listed on the 2012 Register, two (2) passport photos and a valid passport are to be submitted
along with the completed Form “J”.

Eligible students should provide a valid passport, voters card and evidence of being currently
enrolled in a bona fide programme of study outside of The Bahamas.

For voting locations, please see Annex 2 for a listing of embassy/consulates located in the United
States of America and relevant contact information.

Voting will commence on 31 May 2016 precisely at 8:00 a.m. (EDT) and will close at 6:00 p.m.
(EDT).



PUBLIC NOTICE

OVERSEAS VOTER REGISTRATION AND VOTING

The Parliamentary Commissioner wishes to inform the public that the Parliamentary Elections
(Amendment) Act 2011 makes provisions for Bahamian Citizens to register and to vote from
overseas locations. The privilege of registering and voting overseas is extended to certain
categories of persons. Persons considered and conditions under which they may register to vote
and may vote are listed below:

1. Requirements to Register:

In order to register applicants must meet the same legal requirements, regardless of where they
may be residing at the time. They must, on the day of applying be;

(a) Citizens of The Bahamas of full age and not subject to any legal incapacity; and

(b) Must have been during the entire period of three months preceding that day, ordinarily
resident in premises in that constituency.

For persons who apply for registration from an overseas location, their ordinary residency in a
constituency in The Bahamas is considered not to have been interrupted if the person is
occasionally or temporarily absent from that place or is absent for a period of time because the
person is temporarily overseas.

2. Who can register overseas

(a) a student, or the spouse accompanying such student, pursuing a bona fide programme
of study outside of The Bahamas;

(b) a member of staff of any embassy, high commission or other foreign mission of The
Bahamas who is posted overseas, or the spouse or any immediate member of the family
living within the household of that member of staff:



(c) a public officer or a member of staff of the Ministry of Tourism or any delegation of The
Bahamas who is on official duty overseas or the spouse of such person or any
immediate member of the family living within the household of that member of staff; or

(d) a member of staff of The Bahamas Maritime Authority or any other agency of the
Government of The Bahamas or any international organization to which The Bahamas
is accredited or the spouse of such person or any immediate member of the family living
within the household of that member of staff.

Persons applying to register overseas may do so at any embassy, high commission, or any other
foreign mission of The Bahamas provided that he is otherwise qualified to register in accordance
with the Law.

For purposes of the above a person’s address in The Bahamas shall be the last address at which
the person resided prior to his departure.

Please note that this section does not apply to persons who are domiciled overseas even
though they may be in the employ of The Bahamas Government. Residency in a
constituency in the Bahamas is crucial.

Applicants for registration under this section must satisfy the Revising Officer that he meets the
criteria for registration. The Revising Officer shall require such proof that will assist him in
determining that the person is in the category of persons described in section 49 A (1) of the
Parliamentary Elections Act. A student for example, will be required to prove that he is currently
a student.

3. Who may enroll as an overseas voter.

Any person who at the time of the issue of a writ of election is-

(a) a student, or the spouse accompanying such student, pursuing a bona fide
programme of study outside of The Bahamas;

(b) a member of staff of any embassy, high commission or other foreign mission
of The Bahamas who is posted overseas, or the spouse or any immediate
member of the family living within the household of that member of staff;

(c) a public officer, or a member of staff of the Ministry of Tourism or any
delegation of The Bahamas who is on official duty overseas or the spouse of
such person or any immediate member of the family living within the
household of that member of staff; or

(d) a member of staff of the Bahamas Maritime Authority or any other agency of
the Government of The Bahamas, or the spouse of such person or any



immediate member of the family living within the household of that member
of staff, and who is a registered voter may, subject to his enrolment as an
overseas voter, vote at an embassy, high commission or other foreign mission
of the Government of The Bahamas designated as a polling place by the
Parliamentary Commissioner on such date appointed for the taking of the
advanced poll.

A person described in section (1) above who wishes to vote overseas shall, at any
time after registration and up to seven days after the issue of a Writ of Election,
either-

(¢) submit his application for enrolment as an overseas voter in person at any
embassy, high commission or foreign mission; or

(f) apply in writing to the Parliamentary Commissioner for enrolment as an
overseas voter.

Applications to vote may be done using a special form “J” which may be obtained from any
Bahamas Embassy, High Commission, Consulate office, or from the Parliamentary Registration
Department, Nassau, and submitted in person, by facsimile, or electronically, to reach the
Parliamentary Commissioner within seven days of the issue of the writ.

A person who meets the criteria and is enrolled as an overseas voter will not be able to vote in
The Bahamas on polling day.

Parliamentary Commissioner



OVERSEAS MISSIONS

UNITED STATES

Embassy of The Bahamas
2220 Massachusetts Ave, NW
Washington, D.C.

Tel: 202-319-2660/7

Fax: 202-319-2668
embassy@bahamasembdc.org

-Ohio, District of Colombia, Oregon, Virginia, West Virginia, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
North Dakota, Indiana, Nevada, Idaho, Wyoming, Washington State, Montana, Illinois, Jowa,
Alaska, Hawaii, Nebraska, Maryland, and California.

Bahamas Consulate-New York
231 East 46th St.

New York, New York 10017
Tel: 212-421-6420

Fax: 212-688-5926
consulate@bahamasny.com

-New York, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Connecticut, Delaware, Massachusetts, Vermont,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Maine.

Bahamas Consulate-Miami
Ingraham Building Suite 600
25 SE Second Avenue
Miami, Florida 33131

Tel: 305-373-6295

Fax: 305-373-6312
begmia@bellsouth.net

-Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, Texas, Utah.

Bahamas Consulate — Atlanta, Georgia
2970 Clairmont Road, Suite 690
Atlanta, Georgia 30329

Tel: 404-214-0492

Fax: 404-214-0497
bahamasconsulatega@bahconga.com

-Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Kansas, Kentucky, Missouri, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Oklahoma, Tennessee



